Notes on the Book of Revelation

Chapter One

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place; he made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear and who keep what is written in it; for the time is near. 

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
Who is Jesus?  What is his role in this extraordinary revelation?  He is not the instigator of the drama about to unfold.  He is a “faithful witness” whose testimony joins and supports the testimony of John, the author of the Revelation.  In describing him as “the firstborn of the dead,” the author suggests that Jesus is not unique in his relationship to God – or to the rest of humankind.  He is rather the first to do what we all must do – move through the resistance of fear and the illusion of death to assume our spiritual role in the new consciousness that is ‘the kingdom of heaven.’  Jesus is “the ruler of the kings of the earth” not because he has armies or temporal power, but because his perfect demonstration of spiritual principle allows him to express the infinite Power of God.  We are all called to achieve that same level of spiritual expression:  “What I have done, you will do,” (John 14: 12).
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 
It is not Jesus of Nazareth who is “coming with the clouds;” it is the Christ consciousness that Jesus achieved and perfectly expresses.  Everyone contains that Christ consciousness – even those who deny and resist it.  We are all inseparably one with the infinite Power and love of God, and one with each other as the Christ of God in expression.  There will be resistance – that’s what so much of the revelation is to be about – but there can be no doubt that Christ consciousness will prevail, and its expression as the ‘kingdom of heaven’ will be achieved, because “it is to be.”

8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
“The Lord God” is not the Allness of God as Source, but rather the Christ of God present in each of us – “the LORD of your being,” a term used frequently in the Hebrew scriptures.  The Christ is the Word of God (“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. …In him was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1: 1, 4).)
9 I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution and the kingdom and the patient endurance, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, "Write in a book what you see and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea." 
“The persecution” of fear-based resistance to spiritual principle, “the kingdom” of fully realized Christ consciousness, and “the patient endurance” it takes to move through the resistance to the kingdom – these three elements are the essence of the Revelation.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
12 Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands I saw one like the Son of Man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash across his chest. 14 His head and his hair were white as white wool, white as snow; his eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and from his mouth came a sharp, two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining with full force. 
See the discussion of the significance of the number seven below, at the end of Chapter One.  “Son of Man” is a term Jesus used frequently; it’s a translation of the Aramaic ‘barnasha,’ or ‘human being.’  It is the true human nature in each of us – not limited, finite and weak, but strong, clear and radiant.  The Christ nature within us is pure, bright and deeply centered.  It contains the seven stages of spiritual completion, and the sharp discernment necessary to cut through illusion and embrace the truth.
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I was dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever; and I have the keys of Death and of Hades. 
The Christ nature in each of us is ‘dead’ as long as we remain ignorant of its presence.  Once we recognize and embrace the Christ – the eternal Spirit that is our true identity – then we have control over the illusions of suffering and death.  They will not necessarily leave us immediately – many adventures and challenges lie before us yet -- but we will  no longer see ourselves as their helpless victims.

19 Now write what you have seen, what is, and what is to take place after this. 20 As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
The Revelation now turns to seven letters to seven early churches, located on the coast of Asia Minor in present-day Turkey.  ‘Seven’ is a number of universal spiritual significance.  It represents the stages of spiritual awareness that we – spiritual beings in human forms – move through again and again as we proceed to fulfill our inherent purpose:  ‘creating the kingdom of heaven’ by using human challenges as opportunities to make creative spiritual choices.
In Christianity these seven stages are symbolized in the seven sacraments that mark the beginning (baptism) and ending (extreme unction) of a human experience, along with five essential stages of spiritual growth in between.  In Hinduism they become the seven chakras – locations within our physical density that represent our closest links to the divine.  The mystical Jewish tradition of kabala describes a Tree of Life containing ten elements, grouped on seven distinct levels.  In the first version of Creation described in the biblical Book of Genesis, they are the seven ‘days’ of creation.  In each case the reference is to a process according to which divine ideas – the Christ essence eternally emanating from Divine Mind – move through us into expression in the world around us.  

Once we are awakened to the Christ Presence that is our true nature, we must allow that Presence to awaken every part of us – all seven stages of our human expression – so that we can successfully undertake the journey that lies ahead.  The seven letters that follow serve as a kind of meditation guide, so that we can recognize and awaken the strength of each stage, and begin to dissolve the problems that have accrued because we’ve forgotten these spiritual powers within us.  It is helpful to visualize this essential process as a movement upward through the seven chakras, from a sense of being rooted in this human experience to a full expression of the spiritual power that we truly embody.
Chapter Two

"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands: 

2 "I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance. I know that you cannot tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them to be false. 3 I also know that you are enduring patiently and bearing up for the sake of my name, and that you have not grown weary.

 4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember then from what you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet this is to your credit: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
The first stage we experience as we bring our spiritual identity into a mortal body and human experience concerns the group – the tribe, the family – with which we associate ourselves in earliest consciousness.  It is represented by Ephesus – one of the most ‘worldly’ of cities, caught up with its preeminent role in the Roman Empire.  As a chakra this stage is centered in the coccyx – the base of the spine.  As a sacrament it is baptism – a process by which our innate spirit is welcomed into a human community.  
This stage includes the essence of the human experience – patient endurance, hard work.  It’s important that we be solidly grounded in our humanity before our spiritual purpose begins to express, and this stage is committed to that need.  It’s important to realize that the density of the human experience – especially our individual bodies – are not an enemy of spiritual purpose.  We must be comfortable with these ‘earth suits’ in order to proceed effectively on our journey.

The challenge at each of the seven stages is that we may come to believe that it is the only reality, rather than a part of a larger process.  We become so comfortable in our humanity that we forget there’s more to us than that.  We lose the spiritual energy and enthusiasm with which we undertook this great journey.

Since we will encounter the word often in the pages ahead, it’s important to understand at the outset what ‘repent’ suggests at its deepest, metaphysical level.  It shares a linguistic root with words such as ‘pensive’ and ‘penitent.’  That root refers to the process of thought.  To ‘repent’ is to think again – to recognize a false thought that is impeding our spiritual progress and to replace it with a true thought, anchored in our Christ energy.  There is no guilt, shame or punishment involved in this process of ‘repentance’ – unless we choose to put it there.  It is simply the replacement of a false thought with a spiritual truth.  We deny power to the false – we ‘unplug’ the thought in consciousness – and we empower a new understanding that is expressive of whom we truly are.
So “repent, and do the works you did at first” calls us to remember and express the spiritual energy and enthusiasm with which we undertook this great adventure.  The ‘Nicolaitans’ were a Christian sect that retained pagan practices.  In resisting their energy, we are affirming that this spiritual journey cannot move forward through compromise with human distractions.  It’s only by surrendering completely to the Christ within that the pleasures of the human experience can be appreciated in a proper context.
7 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God. 
“The tree of life” will be a recurring theme as the Revelation continues to unfold.  It takes us back to the very earliest pages of the Bible – the third chapter of Genesis, in which Adam and Eve are sent from the Garden of Eden.  At that time, “cherubim with a flaming sword” are placed around the tree of life to prevent mankind from approaching it.  We’ll discuss this further when the image reappears.

8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of the first and the last, who was dead and came to life: 

9 "I know your affliction and your poverty, even though you are rich. I know the slander on the part of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Beware, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison so that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have affliction. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

11 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. Whoever conquers will not be harmed by the second death. 
At the second stage, our focus shifts from who we are as part of a group – a tribe, a community, a family – to who we individually are within that group, and how we relate to others in the group. This is the process that the great psychiatrist Karl Jung called ‘individuation.’  We begin to explore, not just who we are as a part of the great collective ‘I AM,’ but who we individually are, and how we uniquely contribute to the whole.  
The strengths we realize within ourselves at this stage of the journey include a strong survival instinct, the ability to sustain loss and disappointment and continue forward nonetheless.  The danger of being distracted at this level is that we come to believe that “affliction and poverty” are meant to be our lot in life.  We may become quite adept at combating them, but doing battle against these negative energies contributes to our belief in their reality. 

“Life is hard and then you die” is perhaps the ultimate second stage statement.  From the perspective of Christ awareness we see that life is, indeed hard.  Affliction and poverty are parts of the human experience, but they are not its reality.  The reality is that ‘we are rich.’  The challenges we encounter are there so that we can create the kingdom – “the crown of life” --  by moving through them, transforming them with our innate spiritual energies.  This is the ‘middle path’ that is the essence of our spiritual journey – not denying the suffering and challenges that we encounter, nor surrendering to them as the victims we once believed ourselves to be, but experiencing challenge from a Christ-centered understanding of the creative possibilities they represent.
12 "And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 

"I know where you are living, where Satan's throne is. Yet you are holding fast to my name, and you did not deny your faith in me even in the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan lives. 

14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the people of Israel, so that they would eat food sacrificed to idols and practice fornication. 15 So you also have some who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent then. If not, I will come to you soon and make war against them with the sword of my mouth. 

17 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give a white stone, and on the white stone is written a new name that no one knows except the one who receives it. 
The process of individuation continues in this third stage, as we shift from separating our sense of self from the larger group and begin to learn more about who we are and how we’re meant to express.  This requires an energy of self-esteem and self-confidence.  As a chakra it is centered in the solar plexus – where we can painfully feel things ‘in the gut,’ but where we will also find the ‘gut feelings’ and ‘gut instincts’ that can guide us safely through every challenge.
In her powerful work Anatomy of the Spirit, Carolyn Myss notes that in the kabalistic tree of life this stage is represented by the twin powers of Nezah (endurance) and Hod (integrity).  They serve to both ground us in this human experience and infuse us with our own, unique spiritual guidance.  It’s at this level that people may experience angels or spirit guides – or a strengthening of an innate sense of relationship to the divine.  Like the Christian sacrament of confirmation, the Pergamum stage represents a conscious choice to recognize, and relate to, the dimension of Spirit.

The danger at this stage is that our innate spiritual instincts may be confused by contradictory teachings – often well-meaning – that we receive from others around us.  We must learn to put our own personal relationship to God ahead of all other input.  That relationship will be our ‘hidden manna’ – a source of strength, nourishment and abundance.  “I have food to eat that you don’t know about,” Jesus said to his disciples when they tried (like the Jewish mothers some of them probably were) to get him to eat a little something (John 4: 32).  This intimate, personal relationship with the Presence within us is symbolized by the white stone in which is written a new name – your divine identity – known but to you.
18 "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze: 

19 "I know your works--your love, faith, service, and patient endurance. I know that your last works are greater than the first. 

20 But I have this against you: you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet and is teaching and beguiling my servants to practice fornication and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her fornication. 22 Beware, I am throwing her on a bed, and those who commit adultery with her I am throwing into great distress, unless they repent of her doings; 23 and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am the one who searches minds and hearts, and I will give to each of you as your works deserve. 24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call 'the deep things of Satan,' to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden; 25 only hold fast to what you have until I come. 

26 To everyone who conquers and continues to do my works to the end, I will give authority over the nations; 27 to rule them with an iron rod, as when clay pots are shattered-- 28 even as I also received authority from my Father. To the one who conquers I will also give the morning star. 29 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
We are now at the very center of this process of awakening the ‘churches’ – the dimensions of spiritual awareness within us.  As a chakra, the fourth stage is centered in the heart.  In the creative process described in Genesis, the light of general awareness we feel at first now becomes specific sources of light within our consciousness – and within our lives.  This marks our awareness of the spiritual power of love – and of the many emotions, positive and negative, that we may experience as we endeavor to understand and express that love.  
At our best, this level expresses as “love, falth, service and patient endurance.”  The spiritual connection we felt at the third stage is now enhanced and deepened through a higher awareness, and it becomes the basis for rich and meaningful personal relationships.

The challenge of getting stuck at this stage is represented by “the woman Jezebel – the biblical queen, wife to King Ahab, who used her power and physical allure to lead her husband – and, through him, all of Israel – away from their commitment to their God, the Lord of their beings.  We “tolerate the woman Jezebel” in our own lives when we allow the spiritual power of love to become polluted with human fears, resulting in distorted feelings of obsession, possessiveness, jealousy or even hatred.
‘Repentance’ at this stage requires that we “hold fast” to the spiritual truth we have found and nurtured within ourselves and make the Christ within us our only priority.  If we hold fast, we will be able to shatter the ‘clay pots’ of distracting emotions and recognize “the morning star” – the divine light that clearly marks the path we are to travel.

Chapter Three 

"And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: 

"I know your works; you have a name of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is on the point of death, for I have not found your works perfect in the sight of my God. 3 Remember then what you received and heard; obey it, and repent. If you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.
The fifth chakra is located at the base of the tongue – in the throat and thyroid.  It is the chakra of personal power, since power is expressed metaphysically by ‘speaking the Word.”  As we marshal our forces for the challenges that lie ahead, we must be willing to claim and express our innate spiritual power.  

We may pay lip service to this new dimension of spiritual awareness, and we may go through the motions of putting that awareness into action.  But the Power of God is not deceived.  “You have a name of being alive, but you are dead.”  We cannot move further on our spiritual path by simply being obedient to outside guidance; we must recognize our own innate divine power, and have the faith and confidence to “wake up.”  Our work will not be “perfect in the sight of …God” until it forcefully expresses the power of God within us.
 4 Yet you have still a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes; they will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 If you conquer, you will be clothed like them in white robes, and I will not blot your name out of the book of life; I will confess your name before my Father and before his angels. 6 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Charles Fillmore, the American mystic and a founder of the Unity movement, taught that all characters in the Bible correspond to thoughts in our consciousness.  From that understanding, this paragraph becomes a loving warning not to ‘throw the baby out with the bathwater.’  There are many thoughts in our consciousness that have not become “soiled” with the fear-based input of our mortal senses and emotions.  This great spiritual journey, then, is not about finding outside of ourselves ‘God thoughts’ that we don’t contain within ourselves.  The journey requires us to look within, to find those thoughts that are not soiled but purely expressive of perfect Spirit, to ‘clothe them in white robes’ and make them our guides and inspiration.
“The book of life” is another image that will recur often as the Revelation unfolds.  It cannot be a question of life as opposed to death, for death is a mortal illusion, not a spiritual truth.  I think of “the book of life” as a roster of spiritual entities (that would be us) engaged in this great human adventure.  We can be ‘blotted out’ of the book, not by dying, but by living our lives in ignorance of our spiritual identity and spiritual purpose.  It is this spiritual ignorance that causes us to wander through many life experiences, until the inevitable moment when we remember who we are and what we’ve agreed to accomplish together.

7 "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens: 

8 "I know your works. Look, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9 I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but are lying--I will make them come and bow down before your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. 10 Because you have kept my word of patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth. 11 I am coming soon; hold fast to what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. 12 If you conquer, I will make you a pillar in the temple of my God; you will never go out of it. I will write on you the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem that comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. 13 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
In the letter to the church in Sardis above we have released every sense of personal weakness to affirm and express the infinite spiritual Power that lives within us and expresses through us.  At this sixth level we recognize that the creative possibilities inherent in expressing that Power are equally infinite.  

The sixth chakra is centered in the pineal gland, between the eyes; it is, in fact, the ‘third eye’ that allows us to perceive spiritual energy and spiritual possibility – “an open door, which no one is able to shut.”  When we are first able to see through this third eye, the perception may seem weak and tentative – as though we have “but little power.”  But if we are patient with ourselves, and steadfast in our commitment to spiritual purpose, the creative power at work through this third eye will guide us unerringly through the dramas of human experience, allowing us to avoid the excesses of the “hour of trial that is coming on the whole world.”
These energies – the fifth and sixth combined – require that we release every sense of personal inadequacy or limited possibility.  No matter how tumultuous the world around us may seem as we gaze at it through our two human eyes, there is always another way of seeing it – and of seeing ourselves.  Through the third eye of creative expression we bring our spiritual power to bear on every challenge the world may offer, and we allow ourselves to become the agent of transformation that is needed.
14 "And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the origin of God's creation: 

15 "I know your works; you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were either cold or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, 'I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing.' You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be rich; and white robes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.
In awakening the first six dimensions of our innate creative energy, we have come far and accomplished much.  In this final stage we are asked to release the need for personal gain and growth, and to realize that we are engaged in this process for a much larger purpose.  Our own lives will have improved as a result of this spiritual journey – we may feel rich and prospered in many ways.  But we remain wretched and poor until we surrender to the infinitely larger purpose of transforming our shared human consciousness.

That larger purpose requires that we be fully engaged in our process of spiritual discovery.  We can’t be lukewarm about it – we can’t settle for less than our full potential.  Some people seem to think that ‘lukewarm’ represents a desirable stage of spiritual growth – a sacred midpoint between the dualistic extremes of hot and cold.  The controversial and important message here is that just the opposite is true.  We are not here to find a comfortable midpoint and stay suspended between the extremes of hot and cold.  We are here to fully engage those extremes, and it  is when we are fully engaged that we are completely expressing our spiritual purpose.  Our innate spiritual gold must be refined through the fire of human fears and challenges.  Our sense of human ‘nakedness’ – weakness and limitation – must be robed in the realization of our true spiritual Oneness.  We must anoint our eyes with spiritual healing so that we see at God sees.   

19 I reprove and discipline those whom I love. Be earnest, therefore, and repent. 20 Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me. 21 To the one who conquers I will give a place with me on my throne, just as I myself conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches." 
The promise here is that the challenges we may encounter on our path are not signs of divine anger, signs that we’re doing something wrong.  They are rather expressions of divine love, a recognition that we are fully engaged in the spiritual work we’re here to accomplish.  Reversing one of Jesus’ most vivid promises (“knock and the door will be opened”), we are asked to be, not the visitor seeking admittance, but the host.  If we listen we will hear the knock of Spirit urging us to move further in spiritual expression.  If we simply open the door, all things will be possible.
John Dominic Crossan, author of Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography and many other powerful books on the New Testament, writes vividly about the power and importance in Jewish society of Jesus’ time of “commensality” – the sharing of communal meals.  Questions of who one should, or should not, dine with were of paramount importance.  We see this reflected often in the ministry of Jesus; he shocked the Pharisees and other traditional thinkers by sharing meals with prostitutes, tax collectors and many other religiously unacceptable people.  So it is not surprising – and totally affirming – that Jesus in his full expression of the Christ promises to mingle with us freely, and promises that as we learn to fully express the Christ within ourselves, we will become fully one with him as we are all truly One with God.  That promise is complete and absolute.  We simply have to listen with spiritual ears!
These first three chapters of the Revelation to John are, I think, a concise and vivid overview of the process to be explored in the entire work.  We are to move from a fear-based belief in limitation and unworthiness, through a creative process of awakening our innate powers and perceptions, to a full realization of our spiritual Truth, expressing as the Christ, the Lord of our individual beings, just as Jesus expressed the Christ of his being.  When this process is complete, we will  be one with Jesus in Christ awareness and expression, as we are all, now and always, One with the infinite Goodness that is God.

It cannot be emphasized often enough that the Revelation to John is not a linear work; it does not begin at the beginning and move logically and consistently to a conclusion.  It’s more like a piece of music – it introduces a number of individual but related themes, changes tone and focus many times, repeats the same passages over and over again, stating them in different ways and showing them in different lights.  It’s very impressionistic, in ways that are more clearly related to eastern thought and literary traditions than to the more logical, orderly, intellectual approach we are accustomed to in the West.
So in these first three chapters we’ve covered the entirety of the spiritual journey that is being revealed.  But, of course, the journey is not as simple and clearcut as this overview might suggest.  At every stage there is resistance and confusion.  We remember our spiritual identity and forget it and remember it again, over and over.  In order to be truly useful, any spiritual revelation must recognize the dramas and conflicts that are an inevitable part of this human experience.  And so this Revelation to John sets out to do just that – to cover in greater detail the storms and conflicts we can expect at each stage of the journey.
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